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ENJOY RAISING YOUR
NEW BIRDS!

In this booklet you will find some
helpful tips for raising chicks:

Poultry Feed Guide (p. 2-3): List of feeds, feeding rates
and appropriate time frames on what and when to
feed your chicks, turkeys, game birds, ducks and geese.

Beginner’s Guide (p. 4-11): A list of all the things you
will need to consider before picking up your chicks,
tips for pick up day and beyond.

Q & A (p. 12-18): Answers to some frequently and
not so frequently asked questions. We give you the
low down on what to expect when raising birds.

Safe Handling of Poultry (p. 19): What you need
to know to keep you and your family healthy while
raising backyard poultry.
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FEED TYPE AGE
Broiler Feed

18% AV Chick Starter/Grower (Crumble) o% 0-8 wks
17% AV Broiler Grower/Finisher (Crumble) 8 wks+
Pullet/Layer Feed

18% AV Chick Starter/Grower (Crumble) o% 0-4 wks
16% AV Pullet Grower (Crumble) 5-17 wks
18% AV Layer (Crumble) during lay
Turkey/Game Bird Feed

28% Turkey/Pheasant Starter (Crumble) 0-4 wks
22% Turkey/Pheasant Grower (Pellet)f 5-8 wks
17% AV Turkey/Pheasant Grower (Pellet) 9-12 wks
15% AV Turkey/Pheasant Finisher (Pellet) 13 wks+
Duck/Goose Feed

20% AV Duck & Goose Starter (Crumble) 0-4 wks
18% AV Duck & Goose Grower (Pellet) 5-8 wks

* Same feed

* Full feed refers to having feed available to your birds at all times.
+ Medicated option available. Please speak with your Masterfeeds Dealer.
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BY THE BAG
EXPECTED USE ( 1 bag = 25 kg)

FEED RATE/TIME FRAME

6-8 kg/birds over 8 wks 1 bag for 3-4 chickens over 8 wks

full feed* 1 bird will consume about 1.5 kg/wk
1 bag/15 birds/wk

1 kg/bird over 4 wks 1 bag for 25 birds over 4 wks

6 kg/bird over 5-17 wks 1 bag for 50 birds/wk

full feed* 10-12 birds will consume 1 kg/day
1 bag/30 birds/wk

2 kg/bird over 4 wks 1 bag for 12-13 birds over 4 wks

7 kg/bird over 5-8 wks 1 bag for 14-15 birds/wk

9 kg/bird over 9-12 wks 1 bag for 10-11 birds/wk

full feed* 1 turkey will consume about 4-5 kg/wk
1 pheasant will consume 0.5 kg/wk

2 kg/bird over 4 wks 1 bag for 12-13 birds/wk

7 kg/bird over 5-8 wks 1 bag for 14-15 birds/wk

Ideally, feed should be refreshed daily, sitting in feeders no more than two days.
Do not allow feeders to run empty or stale feed to accumulate.
Never feed any feedstuffs that are moldy, musty or suspect in any way.
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BEGINNER’S GUIDE:
Raising Broiler
and Layer Chicks

PREPARATION BEFORE PICKING UP CHICKS:
Supplies

» Brooder guard (make sure to allow % ft? per bird)

* Pine shavings or puppy pads (not sawdust, sand,
or cedar shavings — cedar is toxic to chicks)

 Chick waterer
« Chick feeder

» Heat lamp with bulb (preferably a red bulb
so you can easily tell if it’s on/off)

* Thermometer

e Chick starter feed




Brooder Area
» Brooder area should be draft-free and rodent-free.
* Brooder guard should be cleaned and disinfected.

« Allow about % ft? per bird keeping in mind you
need room for the heat lamp, waterer and feeder.
The chicks will need room to move away from the
heat lamp if they get too warm. The brooder guard
should be about 46 cm (18") high and ideally would
be able to expand as the chicks grow.

* As chicks grow, they will need more room. After
four weeks, increase floor area to % ft? per bird.

Bedding

 Use large pine shavings or puppy pads. Do not
use sawdust, sand or cedar shavings (cedar is
toxic to chicks).

« If using wood shavings, bedding should be a
minimum of 10 cm (4") thick.

* Newspaper can be placed under the shavings for
easier clean up but do not use newspaper alone
as it’s too slippery and will cause leg problems.

« It’s important to keep bedding clean, so change
it often. A wet, dirty brooder is bad for the
chick’s lungs.



Heating

* Place a red heat lamp at one end of the brooder
and make sure the pen area is nice and warm for
your chicks. The brooder should be brought to
temperature at least 12 hours before the chicks
arrive. Temperature should be measured at 5 cm
(2") above floor level. Move the heat lamp up or
down on its stand to change the temperature
if needed.

* When chicks first arrive, the temperature should
be between 30° and 32°C (86° and 90°F).

 Chicks need a warm area under the heat lamp
to warm up as well as an area to cool off.

Feed

» Use a high-quality chick starter like Masterfeeds
18% AV Chick Starter/Grower for broilers and
layers. Starter feed is a protein-dense chicken feed
designed to meet the growing requirements of
baby chicks.

* Each chick should have enough room to access
feed and should not have to travel more than 2 m
(6 to 7 ft) to get to a feeder. Place the feeder(s) on
a sheet of cardboard to keep the feed clean and
free of wood shavings.
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* Please speak with your local Masterfeeds Dealer
for more specific feeding information, especially
if you are new to raising chicks! You will need
Masterfeeds 18% Poultry Starter/Grower for the
first zero to eight weeks for broilers and zero to
four weeks for layers. Depending on what you
are growing, the next phase of feeding will differ
between types of birds.

Questions? Email:
MyFarmFeeds@masterfeeds.com

Water

e Make sure that there are enough waterers so
every chick can access water at the same time.
They should not need to travel more than 2 m
(6 to 7 ft) to get to the waterer(s). Place the
waterer(s) on a sheet of cardboard to keep them
clean and free from wood shavings.

» Water should be fresh, clean and at room
temperature.

* For an extra boost, add a tablespoon of apple
cider vinegar to the water to help keep it free
of bacteria and algae.



Lighting
« Lighting should be continuous for the first three

to four days from a source separate from the
heat lamp(s).

PICKING UP CHICKS:

* Move chicks quickly from their pick up point to
a warm vehicle avoiding drafts.

* Move them to the pre-heated brooding pen as
quickly as possible and place them under the
heat lamp.

» Observe the chicks after placing them in the pen
to make sure they find the feed and water. You can
dip their beaks into the water as well as the feed
to “teach” them how to drink and eat.

« It can take a bit of time for the chick’s internal
temperature to regulate. Once they start to warm
up, they will become more active, spread out a bit
and check out their new home. If they are too cold,
they will huddle together. If they are too warm,
they will often pant.

» Avoid handling the chicks or playing with them
for the first two days. The move to a new home
is stressful, so less handing will reduce their
stress level.



THE FIRST WEEK:

« After day three or four, you can begin to restrict
light to a natural day/night cycle. This will regulate
feed consumption, reducing heart attacks and
leg issues. NOTE: heat lamps must remain on,
therefore red heat lamps are recommended so
you can easily tell they are lit.

» Gradually reduce the heat by three degrees to 27°
to 29°C (81° to 84°F) by the end of the first week.

POTENTIAL HEALTH ISSUES:

“Pasty Butt”

Some chicks will develop “Pasty Butt”, which is when
their poop builds up on their backsides (vent). Check
for this daily. If this is not cleaned away, they will not

be able to poop and will die. Gently clean feces away
with warm water and a paper towel and gently dry with
a clean, soft cloth. Do not try to pull of dry manure as
you may damage the chick’s skin or feathers.

Coccidiosis

« Coccidiosis is a common intestinal disease caused
by a parasitic organism that attaches itself to
a chicken’s intestinal lining. It can be deadly,
especially in young chicks, so it’s best to treat it
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quickly. Some common symptoms are diarrhea,
blood in the droppings, lethargy, decreased food
or water consumption and decreased growth rate.

* The most common treatment for Coccidiosis is
Amprolium, which can be added to your chickens
water. Consult a veterinarian for proper diagnosis
and treatment information.

’

« To prevent the disease in chicks, you can use
a feed with Amprolium added to it. You can
purchase Masterfeeds Chick Starter feed with
or without Amprol®.

* You can take steps to prevent Coccidiosis by
keeping your coop well ventilated and clean as
well as making sure your chickens have enough
room and providing fresh, clean water daily.

WEEK TWO & BEYOND:

Heat

After the first week, gradually reduce heat by two to
three degrees each week until you reach 21°C (70°F)
at the end of the sixth week.



Feed

» Do not allow feeders to run empty or stale feed
to accumulate.

» Never feed any feedstuffs that are moldy, musty
or suspect in any way.

« Refer to the Masterfeeds Poultry Feeding
Guide on pages 2 and 3 of this booklet for
recommendations.

Ventilation

» Make sure there is a good supply of fresh air
to remove ammonia and other odours.

« Be careful to avoid drafts.

Floor Space

* As chicks grow, they will need more room. After
four weeks increase floor area to % ft? per bird.

« Birds for laying will require two square feet per
bird by week 20. Broilers typically need more
space — 3 to 4 ft? per bird inside the coop and
8 to 10 ft? per bird in the chicken run.



12

QRgising Backyard
Chickens

What type or breed of chicken should I buy?

The type of chick you buy depends on if you want them
for eggs, meat or both. Some breeds are known to be
hardier than others, so if you’re a beginner, you may
want to go with one of the hardier breeds. Talk to your
hatchery or Masterfeeds dealer in order to pick the
breed that is right for you.

What do I need to start raising chickens

in my backyard?

See our Beginner’s Guide to Raising Broiler and
Layer Chicks on pages 4 to 11 of this booklet.

What should | feed my chickens?

Begin with a chick starter, like Masterfeeds 18% AV
Chick Starter/Grower from zero to eight weeks for
broilers, and zero to four weeks for pullets/layers.

After eight weeks, start broilers on a grower/finisher,
like Masterfeeds 17% AV Broiler Grower/Finisher.
From five to 17 weeks, feed layers/pullets a pullet
grower formula, like Masterfeeds 16% Pullet Grower.



When your hens start to lay, begin feeding a layer
ration like Masterfeeds 18% AV Layer.

To learn more about feeding rates and timing, refer to
Masterfeeds Poultry Feed Guide on pages 2 and 3.

What is Coccidiosis?

Coccidiosis is a common intestinal disease caused by
a parasitic organism that attaches itself to a chicken’s
intestinal lining. It can be deadly, especially in young
chicks, so it’s best to treat it quickly. Some common
symptoms are diarrhea, blood in the droppings,
lethargy, decreased intake of food or water and
decreased growth rate.

The most common treatment for Coccidiosis is
Amprolium, which can be added to your chickens’
water. Consult a veterinarian for a proper diagnosis
and treatment information.

To prevent Coccidiosis, a feed containing Amprolium
is recommended. You can purchase Masterfeeds
Chick Starter feed with or without Amprol®.

It’s best to take steps to prevent Coccidiosis by
keeping your coop well ventilated and clean as well
as making sure your chickens have enough room.
Provide fresh, clean water daily.
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When can my chickens go outside?

Depending on the temperature outside, they should
be able to go out between five and eight weeks of age.
Make sure they are fully feathered before bringing
them outdoors.

How tall do the fences in my chicken run (yard)
need to be?

Fences should be roughly 2 m (6 to 7 ft) high. Keep in
mind if your run is open at the top, your chickens are
vulnerable to overhead predators like hawks and other
birds of prey. Installing deer netting over your chicken
run is recommended.

How much room do my chickens need?

You should allow 4 ft? per bird minimum in your coop
and 8 to 10 ft? per bird in your chicken run.

How many nesting boxes do | need?

A good rule of thumb is one box per three to four hens.
It’'s common for hens to share a nesting box. Nesting
boxes should be 46 to 61 cm (18 to 24")

from the ground.



How much roosting space do | need?

Each chicken needs a minimum of 20 cm (8") of
perch space. Perches should be raised off the ground
a minimum of 46 to 61 cm (18 to 24"). They should
be made of wood and be 5 cm (2") in diameter for a
regular sized chicken. Smaller bantams would need
a2.5cm (1") diameter perch.

Are raccoons and other predators a threat

to my chickens?

Definitely! Raccoons are one of the most common
threats to chickens. When building a coop, make
sure it is raccoon proof. Raccoons are smart and will
figure out how to get into your chicken coop. Other
predators to watch out for are hawks, eagles, owls,
dogs, coyotes, foxes, cats, and/or rats.

“Growing up, | always
talked about having
animals. | feel so lucky
to be living the life |
always dreamed of.”

Kathryn @raspberryontheprairie
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When will my hens start to lay eggs?

Hens usually start to lay eggs at around four to six
months of age, depending on the time of year and
the amount of daylight they are getting.

How many eggs will my hens lay?

On average, hens lay about five to six eggs per week.
In early spring they may lay as many as one egg per day.

For how long will hens lay eggs?

That will depend on the breed. Some breeds will lay up

to eight years, but their peak production will end after
about two to three years.




What is a “broody hen”?

A “broody hen” is one who stops laying and wants to
sit on her nest to hatch the eggs she’s already laid.
She will sit on the nest day and night only taking
breaks for food and water. If the eggs are not fertilized
or you do not want the hen to hatch chicks, it’s best
to “break” her broodiness. There are several ways to
achieve this: promptly gather any eggs she lays from
her nest; block her nest or take nesting materials out;
or put her in a separate raised wire cage. Cooling off
her vent and abdomen area will break her broodiness.

Why aren’t my chickens laying?

Several factors influence egg-laying such as stress,

the age of the birds and light and nutrition. Ensure
your hens are getting the nutrition they need from
a good quality layer feed like Masterfeeds 18% AV

Layer. See the Masterfeeds Poultry Feed Guide on

pages 2 and 3 of this booklet for more information.

Is it normal for chickens to stop laying in winter?

Yes. Shorter days trigger a slowdown in egg production,
rather than the temperature. In order to keep hens
laying all winter, artificial light can be used to equal

14 hours of light per day.



What is “the molt”?

“The molt” is an annual process in which chickens lose
and regrow their feathers. Usually, chickens molt in the

late summer or early fall. They may stop laying eggs
while they are molting.

Can | mix chickens of different ages?

It is not recommended since it may lead to problems
with pecking-order and the spread of disease from
older birds to younger birds. Birds of different ages
also need different feed and temperatures.

Can I raise chickens with other birds?

This is not recommended as different birds require
different feed and care
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Safe Handling
of Poultry

Raising poultry in your backyard can be extremely
rewarding but must be done safely. Any live

animal, including poultry, can be a source of
potentially harmful germs, including Salmonella and
Campylobacter and bacteria such as E. coli. Infections
caused by these pathogens can be particularly
serious for those who are very young or elderly.

Here are some tips for reducing the risk of illness:

 Always wash your hands thoroughly after
handling chickens.

» Don’t kiss or snuggle with live poultry.
» Don’t bring poultry inside the house.

* Remove wet bedding regularly to reduce
bacterial growth.

* Regularly clean and sanitize equipment,
such as feeders and waterers.
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You're raising
animals at home.

Congratulations! Caring for the
growth and development of your
animals is a great achievement!

The nutrition you choose will
help support the good health
and development of your
animals at all life stages.

Masterfeeds Farm Choice Feeds
are a group of products for the
small-scale raising of animals.
They will help you to feed your
animals well, ensuring they receive
the right vitamins, minerals and
nutrients needed to thrive.

ONLY AVAILABLE AT YOUR
LOCAL MASTERFEEDS DEALER *

Masterfeeds

an '”ec,fcompany

Questions about nutrition? Email:
MyFarmFeeds@masterfeeds.com



